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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 9 and 22 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

3. Claim 9, line 3, "the second hair bundle" lacks a prior antecedent. 

4. Claim 22, states the adhesion piece is positioned at a distance of about 203 cm 
from the weaving band, however, according to claim 18, the hair is about 2-12 cm so it 
is unclear how the adhesion piece is located about 203 cm. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 



Application/Control Number: 10/578,163 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3732 

6. Claims 1-14, and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Song (US Pub 2005/0061346). 

Regarding claim 1 , Song discloses a hair piece for connection with basic hair 
(60) comprising at least one hair bundle (10) consisting of a number of parallel hairs, an 
elongated weaving band (30) connected to an outer end of the hair bundle whereby the 
band is provided with a number of weaving elements (41) and whereby each of the 
hairs of the hair bundle is interconnected individually or in groups with the weaving 
elements of the weaving band (see Figure 10; paragraph 46). Connecting openings 
(i.e. space where hair 60 is passed) and connecting elements (50) are provided at 
regular intervals along the weaving band (see Figure 10; paragraph 60). 

Regarding claim 2, the connection openings are provided between the weaving 
elements (see Figure 10). 

Regarding claim 3, the connection openings are formed by joined weaving 
elements (41) (see Figure 10). 

Regarding claim 4, the connection openings are formed by free space which is 
present between the connected weaving bands (see Figure 10; paragraph 47). 

Regarding claim 5, the hair piece is provided with one weaving band (30) being 
connected with two hair bundles (20) whereby the weaving band is shaped as a closed 
loop (see Figure 10; paragraph 47). 

Regarding claim 6, outer (41 ) or head ends of a piece of the weaving band are 
interconnected thereby forming a closed loop (see Figure 10). 
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Regarding claim 7, the outer (41) or head ends of the piece of weaving band are 
abuttingly positioned with respect to each other without overlapping each other (see 
Figure 10). 

Regarding claim 8, the outer (41) or head ends of the piece weaving band are 
interconnect by means of a stitched seam (41 ) extending transversely over both waving 
band ends (see Figure 10). 

Regarding claim 9, the hair piece comprises two hair bundles (10) whereby the 
first hair bundle is connected to a first weaving band (30) and the second hair bundle is 
connected to a second weaving band (see Figure 10 and 17a). 

Regarding claim 1 0, the hair piece comprises a number of small weaving bands 
(41) each provided with hair bundles (10) shaped as a closed loop whereby the small 
weaving bands are interconnected (see Figure 10). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the weaving bands of the hair bundles are interconnected by 
means of connection elements (40) provided transversely at regular distance (see 
Figure 10). 

Regarding claim 12, upper sides of the weaving band are transversely abuttingly 
positioned with respect to each other (see Figure 10). 

Regarding claim 13, two connection elements (50) are repeatedly provided at a 
short distance with respect to each other (see Figure 10). 

Regarding claim 1 4, the hair bundle consists of small groups of hairs (1 0) 
provided with interspaces having little or no hair (see Figure 10). 
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Regarding claim 16, the hair piece is laterally provided on both sides of one or 
more groups of hairs with less hair or hair volume (see Figure 1 0). 

7. Claims 1-3, 9, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Bernard (US 7,469,701). 

Regarding claim 1 , Bernard discloses a hair piece for connection with basic hair 
(H1 b) comprising at least one hair bundle consisting of a number of parallel hairs, an 
elongated weaving band (1 1 0) connected to an outer end of the hair bundle whereby 
the band is provided with a number of weaving elements (the right and left side of the 
weaving band) and whereby each of the hairs of the hair bundle is interconnected 
individually or in groups with the weaving elements of the weaving band (see Figure 2; 
column 4, lines 20-65). Connecting openings (122) and connecting elements (10) are 
provided at regular intervals along the weaving band (see Figure 3; column 4, lines 20- 
65). 

Regarding claim 2, the connection openings (122, 124) are provided between the 
weaving elements (see Figure 3). 

Regarding claim 3, the connection openings (122,124) are formed by joined 
weaving elements (i.e. right and left sides) (see Figure 3). 

Regarding claim 9, the hair piece comprises two hair bundles (H1b, H1a) 
whereby the first hair bundle is connected to a first weaving band and the second hair 
bundle is connected to a second weaving band (see Figure 3). 
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Regarding claim 20, the method of attaching into basic hair a hair piece 
comprises unfolding the hair piece in a substantially flat plane in such a way that free 
ends of the hair bundles (120) are extending in opposite directions with respect to each 
other, positioning the weaving band (1 1 0) of the hair bundles in close proximity to the 
basic hair (H1b) such that the hair bundles remain extended in opposite directions, 
passing at least one time a number of basic hairs (H1 b) through a connection opening 
(122) of the hair piece, interconnecting the passed through basic hairs with the weaving 
band or with other basic hair (see Figure 3; column 2, lines 20-65). Repeating the steps 
for another connection opening (124) located in the weaving band until the hair piece is 
sufficiently fixedly conned with the basic hair along the length of the weaving band (see 
Figure 3; column 2, lines 20-65). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 15 and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Song (US Pub 2005/0061346). 

Regarding claim 15, Song discloses a lateral interspaces of about 2 and 4 mm 
(paragraph 51), however, Song does not disclose the interspaces having a lateral 
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dimension of about 0.5 and 3mm and the groups of hairs having a lateral dimension of 
about 2 and 4 mm. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have the lateral interspaces dimension of about 0.5 
and 3mm and the groups of hairs have a lateral dimension of about 2 and 4 mm, since it 
has been held that where the general conditions of a claim are disclosed in the prior art, 
discovering the optimum or workable ranges involves only routine skill in the art. In re 
Aller, 105 USPQ 233. 

Regarding claim 23, Song discloses the weaving elements being thread; 
however, Song does not disclose the thread being made from hair, cotton or synthetic 
material. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have the thread be made from cotton, since it has been held 
to be within the general skill of a worker in the art to select a known material on the 
basis of its suitability for the intended use as a matter of obvious design choice. In re 
Leshin, 125 USPQ 416. 

10. Claims 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Song (US Pub 2005/0061346) in view of Lane (US Pub 2005/0268928). 

Song discloses the claimed invention except for the hair bundles provided with a 
different length or color, wherein the lengths are in the range of about 2 and 12 cm. 
Lane discloses a hair device that can be made from different lengths and color 
(paragraph 19). It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to provide the hair bundles of Song with different lengths 
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or color as taught by Lane in order to provide a variety of designs. It further would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to have the length of hair be about 2 and 12 cm, since it has been held that where the 
general conditions of a claim are disclosed in the prior art, discovering the optimum or 
workable ranges involves only routine skill in the art. In re Aller, 105 USPQ 233. 

1 1 . Claims 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Bernard (US 7,469,701 ) in view of Song (US Pub 2005/0061 346). 

Bernard discloses the claimed invention except for positioning an adhesion piece 
onto the basic hairs and fixedly interconnecting the adhesion piece with hairs, wherein 
the adhesion piece is positioned at a distance of about 2-3 cm from the weaving band. 

Song discloses positioning an adhesion piece (55) onto the basic hairs and 
fixedly interconnecting the adhesion piece with hairs (paragraph 53). It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to position an adhesion piece onto the basic hairs of Bernard as taught by Song in order 
to fixedly interconnect the hairs. It further would have been obvious to one having 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have the adhesion piece 
be posited at a distance of about 2-3 cm from the weaving band, since it has been held 
that where the general conditions of a claim are disclosed in the prior art, discovering 
the optimum or workable ranges involves only routine skill in the art. In re Aller, 105 
USPQ 233. 



Application/Control Number: 10/578,163 Page 9 

Art Unit: 3732 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rachel R. Steitz whose telephone number is (571)272- 
1917. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00 am - 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Cris Rodriguez can be reached on (571) 272-4964. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Robyn Doan/ /Rachel Running Steitz/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3732 Examiner 

Art Unit 3732 
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